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PROFIL > REPROSOUSTAVY

Quadral Aurum

Wotan VIII

Jak naznacuji Fimské cislice v oznaceni testovaného vyrobku, podlahové reprosoustavy Aurum
Wotan VIII némecké firmy Quadral pfedstavuji osmou generaci jmenovaného modelu. Aktudlni
pFitomnost jiZ osmé generace soustav Wotan zaroven napovida, Ze protagonisté znacky Quadral,
existujici na trhu od sedmdesatych let minulého stoleti, se mohou pochlubit tradici a pfedeviim

know-how.

text » Lubomir Vlk

nozi priznivci nekompromisni
kategorie high-end maji povédomi
o dnes jiZ legendarnich velko-
objemovych firemnich modelech
Titan a Vulkan, v soucasnosti vyrabénych v
sedmeé, resp. osmé generaci. Pozornosti hledacd
vérné reprodukce zvuku by viak nemély ujit take
prostorové Uspornéjsi varianty t¥idy high-end,
mezi které patfi pravé zkoumany vyrobek. Model
Wotan VIII, ktery mimo jiné ziskal ocenéni iF pro-
duct design award 2010 (iF - International Forum
Design GmbH), disponuje vyjimecnymi elektro-
akustickymi vlastnostmi. Redakéni poslechovy
test pfinesl zjiSténi, Ze pfi pomérné skladnych
rozmérech a pofizovaci ceng, ktera se v ramci
kategorie high-end jevi jako pomérné pfizni-
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va, nabizi mimoradné transparentni reprodukci
stfednich a vysokych tond, doplnénou hypnotic-
Ky pevnym basovym zakladem.

Nendpadny puvab ozvuénice
Pouhych 92 cm vysoka a pres 19 cm Siroka bas-
reflexova ozvuénice, sestavajici z pevnych dre-
vovlaknitych desek, ma pfi pohledu z narysu
skuteéné nevelké rozméry. Potfebny vnitini ob-
jem elegantné subtilni skfiné zarucuje relativné
velka hloubka soustavy. Ta ve své hlubsi spodni
¢asti presahuje 40 cm.

PFi pohledu z bokorysu nesvira celni sténa
ozvucnice s horni a spodni vodorovnou sténou
pravy Uhel, ale je nepatrné zaklonéna vzad.
ZaKlonéni je pouze mirné - predni sténa svira

s horni vodorovnou deskou Uhel cca 92,5 stupné.
Dasledkem popisovaného konstrukéniho detailu
je mirné naklonéni os reproduktord, sméfujicich
nepatrné vzhtru. To pfijde vhod, protoZe repro-
duktory jsou diky nevelké ozvucnici situovany
relativné nizko. Napfiklad stfed paskového vy-
sokotonového reproduktoru se nachazi ve vysce
pouhych 81 cm od podlahy (méFeno bez nasa-
zenych stavitelnych hrott). Mezi dalsi pfijemné
designoveé detaily patfi vkusné zaoblené hrany
skFiné a originalni tvar dozadu presahuijicich
bocnich stén.

Povrch soustavy zkrasluje luxusni cerny Klavi-
rovy lak s vysokym leskem. Firemni katalog ob-
sahuje rovnéz variantu s bilym klavirovym lakem
a t¥i druhy povrchové pfirodni dyhy. Za priplatek



lze objednat lak na pFani, u kterého je mozné
vybrat si pfesné podle svého vkusu z rozsahlého
vzorniku, obsahujiciho 210 barevnych odstind.

Hi-tech reproduktory Quadral
TFipasmova soustava je osazena celkem ¢ty¥mi
peclivé provedenymi reproduktory Quadral,

z nichZ obzvlastni pozornost pouta vizualné
uhrantiva trojice stfedobasovych reproduktord
shodného prdméru 135 mm. Ty v8ak nevyzafuji
v totoZném akustickém pasmu. Horni z troji-

ce designové shodnych reproduktord vyzafuje
»pouze"“ stfedni tony, které tudiZ nejsou zKres-
lovany pfipadnym velkym rozkmitem membrany,
charakteristickym pro dva spodni reproduktory,
urcené vyhradné pro reprodukci hlubokych tént.

VSechny tfi stfedobasové reproduktory maji
velmi pevnou kénusovou membranu, vyrobcem
nazvanou Altima. Jde o akronym sloZeny ze
zkratek slov aluminium, titanium a magnesium.
Tuhy kénus ze slitiny hliniku, titanu a hoFéiku
zajistuje presny pistovy pohyb membrany pfi
jejim kmitani, a to bez neZadoucich tvarovych
deformaci v jeji obecné kriticke okrajové ¢asti.
Reproduktory se mohou pochlubit také precizné
provedenym nosnym koSem, tlakové odlitym ze
slitiny lehkych kovd, a G€innym dvojitym perma-
nentnim magnetem.

Do kategorie hi-tech patfi také unikatni firemni
vysokoténovy reproduktor s robustnim Kovovym
Sasi, ucinnymi neodymiovymi permanentnimi
magnety a extrémné lehkou paskovou membra-
nou, schopnou vyzatovat i ,netopyfi“ ultrazvu-
kové kmitoCty do 65 KHz.

Pruzraéné vysky paskovych
membran

PFestoZe soustavy Wotan VIII disponuiji velice
dynamickymi basy, na prvni poslech snad jesté
vice prekvapi vyjimecné prdzracnymi, detailni-
mi a jemnymi vysokymi tony, produkovanymi
zminovanym paskovym hi-tech reproduktorem.
| kdyZ vysSky jsou prezentovany velmi jasné a
oteviené, diky absenci jakychkoliv naznakd
hrubosti Ci agresivity plisobi naprosto nenasilné
a pro lidsky sluch lahodné. Zp(sob jejich pfed-
nesu lze pFirovnat k extrémné transparentni-
mu charakteru reprodukce vysokych kmitoctd u
nakladnych elektrostatickych systém. Takova
detailnost, vzdusSnost zobrazeni prostorové scé-
ny a zaroven zvukova jemnost, dana pfesnosti
prenosu rychlych tranzientnich signald velice

lehkou paskovou membranou, je obtiZzné dosazi-
telna u konvencnich vysokotdnovych repro-
duktor( s klasickymi kalotovymi (vrchlikovymi)
membranami.

Brilantni stfedy a ocelové pev-
né basy

Viyraznou pochvalu zaslouZi také brilantni re-
produkce stfednich ténd, pfispivajicich k celkové
transparentnosti a otevienosti projevu sousta-
vy. Hluboké tény vystupuji energicky a znatné
razantné. Dvojice nevelkych basovych repro-
duktord s pevnymi membranami reaguje velice
rychle na energeticky narocné hlubokoténoveé
impulsy. Lze je obrazné pfirovnat K pistdm mo-

toru zavodniho automobilu. Diisledkem pFesné

. reagujicich membran bez nezadoucich deformaci

na okrajich konust béhem jejich kmitani je mi-
moradna prehlednost a take velka dynamicnost
vyzarovanych nizkych kmitoctd. Stfedni a hlu-
bokeé basy jsou perfektné pevné. Oblast vy3ssich
bast zhruba v pasmu kolem 100 - 120 Hz vystu-
puje pomérné agilné az prdrazné. | pres urcity
sklon modelu Wotan VIII prezentovat vyssi basy
snad az prilis udernym zplsobem zaslouZi cel-
kova reprodukce hlubokych ténd velmi kladné
hodnoceni. ,,Ocelové” pevné, rychlé, jasné arti-
kulované a skutecné velmi dynamickeé basy je
zkratka radost poslouchat. Univerzalné znéjici
Quadral Aurum Wotan VIII, které se nevyhybaji
Zadnému hudebnimu Zanru (perfektné reprodu-
kuji akustickou i elektronickou hudbu) zaslouZzi
jednoznacné redakéni doporuceni.

KONKURENTI

Gmérem stredotonoveho reproduktom Firemni
dobasove reproduktory AS-XR (Aluminium-
vich AS Technology - Crystal Membrane)
zlvajl sendvicové membran jejichz predni
st _svym tvarem pnpomi r onkavni model

bné jakou tesfovanych
epouzivaji konvecni
or svkl‘asmkou k'alot

QUADRAL AURUM WOTAN Vil
KONTAKT

www.quadralaurum.cz

www.floydcom.sk

POCET PASEM/ 3/basreflex

TYP OZVUCNICE

KMITOCTOVY.
ROZSAH/IMPEDANCE

MAXIMALNI PRIKON
(TRVALY/KRAT-
KODOBY)

33 Hz - 65 kHz/4 -8 0)

ROZMERY/
HMOTNOST

= )

AUDIOVideo VERDIKT

Precizné provedené soustavy disponuji univerzalnim
prednesem s velmi pevnymi a dynamickymi basy,
brilantnimi stfedy a mimoradné detailnimi, jemnymi a
vzdusnymi vyskami.

Vyrazny az prlrazny zptsob prezentace vy$sich
bast nemusi vyhovovat vyznavactm spise mékciho
prednesu hlubokych ténd.

_ VUK 000000000« 95%
VYVAZENOST 000 ® ®®  90%

PROSTOROVOST 00000 000®®( 95%
PROVEDEN 090009000 @¢ 95%
KATEGORIE

50.000 aZ 100.000 K¢

DEDCOCD DD D D De T 95%
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Translation from original Slovakian text.

AUDIO VIDEO March 2011

PROFILE > SPEAKER SYSTEMS

Quadral Aurum
Wotan VIII

As indicated by the Roman numerals in the name of the tested product, the Aurum
Wotan VIl floor speaker systems represent the eighth generation of the mentioned
model. The presence of the now eighth generation of the Wotan loudspeaker system
also hints that the protagonists of the Quadral brand, a brand that has been in the
market since the nineteen-seventies, can boast about tradition and most importantly
know-how.

text » Lubomir VIk

Many fans of the hardcore high-end category know about the now legendary high
volume company models Titan and Vulkan that are now produced in their seventh,
respectively eighth generation. The seekers of high fidelity sound should not overlook
the more compact option in the high end class, where this tested model finds itself. The
Wotan VIII model, which by the way received the 2010 iF Product Design Award (iF -
International Forum Design GmbH), offers exceptional electro-acoustic features. The
editorial listening test found that in a relatively compact package, available at a budget
price, which in terms of the high end category appears to be quite attractive, offers an
exceptionally transparent reproduction in the mid and high tones in combination with an
incredibly solid bass base.

Inconspicuous appeal of the baffle

The bass reflex baffle with a height of only 92 cm and a width exceeding 19 cm is
constructed from solid wood fibreboard and from the outline view it has really large
dimensions. The essential internal volume of the elegant yet subtle cabinet is provided
for by the relatively large depth of the speaker system. In its deeper lower part it is over
40 cm.

From the side view, the front wall of the baffle and the top and bottom horizontal walls do
not form a right angle, but rather are slightly tilted backwards. The tilt is only very slight -
the front wall forms an angle to the horizontal plate of about 92.5 degrees. As a result of
the described design feature the axis of the tweeters is tilted a little, facing slightly
upwards. This comes in handy because, thanks to the smaller dimensions of the baffle,
the tweeters are positioned relatively low. For example the centre of the high tone ribbon
tweeter is found at a height of a mere 81 cm from the floor (measured without the
adjustable pins attached). Another pleasing design detail is the aesthetically curved
edges of the cabinet and the original shape of the walls with a backward overhang.

The surface of the loudspeaker system is adorned by a luxurious black piano high-gloss
lacquered finish. The company catalogue also contains the option of a white piano
lacquered finish and three types of natural veneers. For a fee it is possible to order a
custom lacquered finish, according to one's preference from an extensive sampler
containing 210 colour tones.



Hi-tech Quadral tweeters

The three-way loudspeaker system is equipped with a total of four carefully crafted
Quadral tweeters, of particular interest is the visually bewitching trio of mid-bass
tweeters of the identical diameter of 135 mm. However, they do not resonate in the
same acoustic band. The top tweeter from the visually identical trio resonates "only" mid
tones, which are not distorted by the potentially large vibrations of the membrane, which
is characteristic of the lower two tweeters, designated exclusively for the reproduction of
deep tones.

All three mid-bass tweeters have a very solid conical membrane, which the
manufacturer named Altima. This acronym is formed by the short forms of the words
aluminium, titanium and magnesium. The solid cone made from an aluminium, titanium
and magnesium alloy guarantees a precise piston movement of the membrane during its
vibration without the undesirable form deformations in its generally critical outer parts.
The tweeters can also boast a precisely constructed bearing cage, pressure cast from a
light metallic alloy and an effective permanent double magnet.

Belonging in the hi-tech category is also the unique company high tone tweeter with a
robust metal chassis, effective permanent neodymium magnets and an extremely light
ribbon membrane, able to resonate also "bat level" ultrasound frequencies up to 65 kHz.

Crystal clear highs of ribbon membranes

Notwithstanding the fact that the Wotan VIII systems have a very dynamic bass
performance, what is perhaps even more surprising when listening to them for the first
time, are the exceptionally clear, detailed and fine high tones, produced by the
mentioned hi-tech ribbon tweeter. Even though the highs are presented very clearly and
openly, thanks to the absence of any signs of coarseness or aggression, to the human
ear they are extremely gentle and smooth. The form of delivery can be compared to the
extremely transparent character of reproduction of high frequencies on expensive
electrostatic systems. Such preciseness, loftiness of reproduction of the surround sound
scene combined with the acoustic fineness given by the representation of fast transient
signals through the very light ribbon membrane is achieved only with great difficulty on
conventional high tone tweeters with standard calotte membranes.

Brilliant mid tones and rock solid basses

Exceptional praise is also much deserved for the brilliant reproduction of mid tones,
contributing to the overall transparency and openness of the system's expression. Deep
tones resonate energetically with particular vigour. The duo of smaller bass tweeters
with rigid membranes responds very quickly to energetically demanding deep tone
impulses. They can figuratively be compared to the pistons in the racing car engine. As
a result of the perfect reactions of the membranes, without the undesirable deformations
on the cone's outer margins during vibration, the resonated low frequencies have
exceptional lucidity and a dynamic character. The mid and deep basses are perfectly
firm. The area of higher basses in the band around 100 - 120 Hz presents itself with
relative agility, almost piercingly. Despite a certain tendency of the Wotan VIII model to
present higher basses almost too strikingly, the complete reproduction of the deep tones
deserves a very positive assessment. "Rock" solid, fast, clearly articulated and really
very dynamic basses are simply a joy to listen to. The universally sounding Quadral
Aurum Wotan VIII, which does not shy away from any musical genre (perfectly
reproduces acoustic and electronic music) without a doubt deserves a recommendation
from the editors.



AUDIO Video VERDICT

(+)

These precisely crafted loudspeaker systems have a universal delivery with very solid
and dynamic basses, brilliant mid tones and exceptionally detailed, fine and lofty highs.
(-)

Pronounced to almost piercing presentation of higher basses may not appeal to lovers of
gentler high tone presentation.

SOUND 95%
BALANCE 90%
SURROUND SOUND 95%
DESIGN 95%
CATEGORY

50,000 to 100,000 CZK

95%
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THE COMPETITION

A partially comparable design in the 50,000 to 100,000 CZK category is offered by for
example the German floor system Elac FS 248. Here, low frequencies resonate from a
set of smaller mid bass tweeters, the mounting diameter of which is the same as the
diameter of a mid tone tweeter. The company AS-XR (Aluminium-Sandwich AS
Technology - Crystal Membrane) mid-bass tweeters use sandwich membranes the front
part of which imitates the concave model of the rosette ground crystal, made from a light
metallic alloy. Similarly to the tested Quadral, the Elac FS 248 does not use
conventional high tone tweeters with a standard calotte membrane. Here the highs
resonate from a specially folded foil membrane pressure tweeter Elac JET III.

QUADRAL AURUM WOTAN VI

CONTACT www.quadralaurum.cz

www.floydcom.sk

NUMBER OF BANDS / TYPE OF 3/basreflex

BAFFLE

FREQUENCY RANGE/IMPEDANCE | 33Hz-65kHzA-8Q

MAXIMUM POWER INPUT 120 W/200 W
(PERMANENT/SHORT TERM)

DIMENSIONS / WEIGHT 194 x 921 x 428 mm/ 19.2 kg
PRICE (PAIR) 60,990 CZK - piano lacquer finish

50,990 CZK - natural veneer
68,990 CZK - custom lacquer finish




